Michael & Lori

Johnson Family

The Great Commission is our Mission! W EvangEI Blble TF&I]SI&IOI"S

f:wutr; Te l!/m

Michael & Lori Johnson t SIL BOX 421 + UKARUMPA 444 EHP + PAPUA NEW GUINEA t Dec. 2004
http://kahunapule.org + @ Work 011+675 7374161 7 Home 011+675 7374614
Please send support to: Evangel Bible Translators + PO Box 16715 * Irvine CA 92623-6715 + USA
Please mark support “For the ministry of Michael & Lori Johnson.”

Unannounced Visitors
By Lori Johnson

In the USA, when we want to visit someone, we usually
call them up, ask when it is convenient to meet w1th them, and
then come to visit. Here in Papua =
New Guinea, it doesn’t work that SEEEEE
way. I don’t know any national ¥%%
person who has a telephone in their }
home. If they want to visit with you, '
they just stop by.

When my mother was visiting
here in September, she commented,
“Is it always like this, people
coming and going?” Meaning; “do
people always come over unan- j$
nounced any time of the day?” I said [§§
“YES!” PNG people are very
relationship-oriented. Their
relationships are more important
than tasks. This is something I continually have to remember
because as a Westerner, my tasks seem so important, but in
reality, it is the person who should be more important!

Within a week, I may have a variety of visitors; from a few
ladies from my national women’s Bible study, a pastor looking
for Michael, a wontok (relative) of one of my workers, a
teenager from school, or just a friend. I always offer them
something hot or cold to drink and something to eat. There-
fore, it is always important for me to have coffee, cold drinks,
banana bread, muffins or beef crackers (a PNG-made cracker)
available. We will sit and stori (tell stories). This is the
greatest opportunity for me to listen and then share the Good
News. For many, this will be the first
white person’s house they will have | ..
ever entered, and I want them to Sy
remember it as warm and inviting.

Just yesterday, I saw one of the
ladies, Inkaso, who occasionally
comes to the national women’s Bible (488
study, in the town of Kainantu.
stopped and talked with her and she !

sick. I looked at the baby, felt her head |
and it was obvious she was sick and -
had a fever. I put my hand on the
baby’s head, prayed for her and then
pulled out all the money I had in my "=+
pocket and gave it to her so that she
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could pay for the visit and medications. She was so thankful,
she had tears in her eyes; and I could tell a big weight had
been taken off her shoulders. I would have never had this
opportunity if I hadn’t taken the time to offer hospitality and
kindness to this sweet young woman
for the past year. Previously, she
would occasionally stop by my house
®% and visit or give me some produce

_ from her garden. It was just 4 months
b ago that she stopped by my house
and told me she was not feeling well
and wanted to know if there was any
way I could drive her home. She
walks 4 hours a day to work on the
center, and at this time she was 8
months pregnant. I drove her as far as
I could go in the truck, but she still
. had a 20 minute walk, up hill. One of
" her wontoks told me 3 days later that

she had a baby girl the morning after
I drove her home. I was able to get together some baby
clothes, diapers, and soap for her and the baby, and get them
to her that week. Her baby was small and sickly, so she hadn’t
named the baby, in fear that she would die. I have only seen
Inkaso a few times in the last few months. I know she stopped
working in order to take care of her baby, so she doesn’t come
to the Bible study very often. A 2 hour walk to the center and
a 2 hour walk home is a lot for a 1 hour Bible study, though
she has done it occasionally.

1 Peter 4:9 says: “Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.” I have to confess that at times I've offered
hospitality with an inward grumble (“Don’t they know that I

have things to do?” or “That is the
2 last of my bread. Now I'll have to
make another loaf for dinner.”) Yet, I
know that God commanded us to
offer hospitality in love for a reason.
It is through relationship-building that
people will eventually see that we
8 love God and want to know more of
"‘. HIM. Will they see God through your
1 hospitality? I surely hope so. Please
" remember to pray for Inkaso and her
little baby girl. She still hasn’t named
1% her because she walks in fear that she

' may not live. Pray that she will thrive
 and live a long and healthy life.
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Bible Translation Progress at least one
book, 873 necds
140 New Testaments have been  gyerige SR
completed in PNG, 7 of them in wr, 1088 644

2004. Bible translation work is now

adequate
in progress in 1,678 languages, 190  Bibie, 414
in PNG. (Sources: WBT, SIL PNG Branch i pmgmsslf
Statistics) 1678
JAARS CTC 2004
By Michael Johnson

It is amazing that in this remote part of
the world, I’'m able to have Internet access
and work together with people in other
countries on Bible translation software
development. Working with Bible transla-
tors in the places where they work has @4
given me valuable insight into how best to §
write software that really meets their
needs. However, meeting face-to-face
with my fellow software developers and &
other people who use Bible translation g
software is a wonderful thing. The rich-
ness of face-to-face communication com-
pared to email is refreshing, and makes
the trip well worthwhile.

This group reminds
At this November’s JAARS Computer me of some Native
Technical Conference in Waxhaw, North ~ American tribes.

Carolina, I learned that many people were | he cultural diver-
expressing a need for the kind of software Sity in Papua New
that I had just written. It was a great set- Guinea is amazing.
up for a well-received presentation of the

software I was giving away. This Bible typesetting software will
be used in many places in the world, and not just in Papua New
Guinea. Thank you for helping us give this software away to so
many people who are doing God’s work.

Prayer Requests

» Praise God for answered prayers.

» Effectiveness in ministry

» Provision of at least 100% of our official budget
» Protection from spiritual and physical harm

» Godly wisdom

» Godly joy for all of us

» Favor with the adoption authorities

Our Requests to You

» Please send us your email address or address changes.
» Please send us a current picture for our prayer wall, ei-
ther a digital photo to the email address at right or a pa-
per copy to our address in Papua New Guinea.
Thanks for your support! We love you!

Kahunapule@eBible.org

Gesus Chniot o Lord!



